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THE Editor flatters himſelf that the fol- 

lowing Trial will not be thought uninte- 
reſting by the Public. To give every ſecurity _ 
and aſſiſtance to Commerce, and to render 
more conſpicuous thoſe Laws which imme- 
diately relate thereto, is the purport of the 
following Pages. And from the Opinion of 
the Court reſpecting the Relevancy of the In- 
dictment, and the Informality of the Verdict, 
he truſts ſuch a ſource of Information will be 
given, as will generally be deemed of ſome 
conſequence and importance in a commercial 
Country, He begs permiſſion to obſerve, that 
the whole of the Evidence was taken down 
verbatim when delivered; and the Addreſs to 
the Court from the Pannel is printed from the 
the Manuſcript, which Mr Hall has obligingly 
ſent to the Editor for that purpoſe, 
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OF l 
THOMAS HAL I. 


"HE Priſoner, 1e Halt, was bought 
from the priſon into Court, at 10 0 clock in 
the morning of January 12. 1789, in a chair, 


| with the uſu 1 behind him. He was clean, pn 


elegantly dreſſed in a genteet brown coat, fancy ve 
black Auen breeches, . white filk ſtockings, with | 
his hair full dreſſed, and well r His * ö 
was becoming and manly. | 


The Judges, in their Juſticiary Vide wat — 
n bench, in the following order: & 


Lord JusrIck-CLEAX, 20 


Lord Hail, 8 x. 
Lord Esx6x0vr, 2 


ee 


Silence proclaimed, the Clerk of e 
* [a me ke del Eſq; his Majeſty's 8 


„ 


Advocate, for his Majeſty's intereſt, againſt Thomas 
Hall, preſent priſoner in the, tolbooth of Edinburgh ; 
which being done with the uſual forms and ſolemnities, 
the Lord Juſtice-Clerk ordered the priſoner to attend 
to the indictment then to be read. 
The Clerk of Court accordingly read aloud the in- 
dictment as follows: | 


THOMAS HALL, preſent priſoner in the tolbooth 
of F.dinburgh, YOU are indicted and accuſed at the 
inſtance of ILay CamreBeLL, Eſq; his Majeſty's Ad- 
vocate, for his Majeſty's intereſt: THAT ALBEIT, 
by the laws of this and every other well-governed 
realm, FRAUD and WILFUL IMPOSITION, more 
eſpecially when practiſed in order to obtain, by falſe or 
untrue pretences, the money, goods, wares, or mer- 
chandiſes of others, with an intention to cheat and de- 
fraud them of the fame, are crimes of an heinous nature, 
and ſeverely puniſhable: AND ALBEIT ALSO, by an 
act paſſed in the 3oth year of George the Second, intitu- 
led, An act for the more effectual puniſhment of per- 
5 fons who fhall attain, or attempt to attain poſſeſſion of 
<« goods or money, by falſe or untrue pretences, for pre- 
<« venting the unlawful pawning of goods, for the eaſy 
* redemption of goods pawned, and for preventing 
gaming in public-houſes by journeymen, labourers, 
« ſervants, and apprentices ;” which act proceeds up- 
on the narrative, 4 That diverſe evil-diſpoſed perſons, 
<< to ſupport their profligate way of life, have, by va- 
ce rious ſubtile ſtratagems, threats, and devices, frau- 
« dulently obtained diverſe ſums of money, goods, 
„ wares, and merchandiſes, to the great injury of in- 
« duſtrious families, and to the manifeſt prejudice of 
trade and credit z”* it is enacted, That all perſons 
« who, knowingly and deſignedly, by falſe pretence 
or pretences, ſhall obtain from any perſon or per- 
«« ſons, money, goods, warcs, or merchandiſes, with 

„intent 


. 


c intent to cheat or defraud any perſon or perſons of 


ce the ſame, ſhall be deemed offenders againſt law and 


cc the public peace; and the court before whom ſuch 
c offender or offenders ſhall be tried, ſhall, in caſe he, 
&« ſhe, or they, be convicted of any of the ſaid offences, 
cc order ſuch offender or offenders to be fined and 
« impriſoned, or to be put in the pillory, and publicly 
cc whipped, or to be tranſported, as ſoon as conve- 
& niency.may be, according to the laws made for the 
<« tranſportation of felons, to ſome of his Majeſty's 
& colonies or plantations in America, for the term of 
<« ſeven years, as the court in which any ſuch offender 
&« or offenders ſhall be convicted, ſhall think fit, and 
ce order:” YET TRUE IT IS, AND OF VERITY, 
that You the ſaid Thomas Hall are guilty actor, or art 
and part, of the foreſaid crimes: IN SO FAR AS 
You the ſaid Thomas Hall having Yourſelf, or alongſt 
with ſome other perſon or perſons aſſociated with You, 
taken a ſhop in South Bridge- ſtreet, Edinburgh, from 
John Brough upholſterer and cabinetmaker in Edin- 
burgh, on the firſt day of the month of May 1788, or 
on ſome one or other of the days of that month, or 
of April immediately preceding, or June immediately 
following, You the ſaid Thomas Hall, upon the 2oth 
day of June 1788, or on one or other of the days of 
that month, or of May immediately preceding, or of 
July immediately following, on the falſe pretence of 
You and Your partner or partners, in a Company, un- 
der the firm of Jenkins and Company, carrying-on a 
fair trade in the ſaid ſhop as linen-drapers and mer- 
chants, and of having occaſion for goods to be em- 
ployed in carrying on that trade, did obtain from Ebe- 
nezer Gairdner linen-draper and merchant in Edin- 
burgh, at his warehouſe or ſhop in the High-ſtreet of 
Edinburgh, ſeveral pieces of muſlin or cotton, twen- 
ty-one muſlin handkerchiets, and ſeveral pieces of 
diaper or linen for table-cloths, the price charged 
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for the ſaid articles being L. 46: 8: 31 Sterling, of 
which L. 18 were then paid; and the ſaid goods were, 
by Your deſire, ſent to the faid ſhop in South Bridge- 
ſtreet aforeſaid : AS ALSO, on the 26th day of June 
1788, or on one or other of the days of that month, 
or of May immediately preceding, or of July immedi- 
ately following, You the ſaid Thomas Hall did, on the 
falſe pretence aforeſaid, obtain from the ſaid Ebenezer 
Gairdner, at his faid warehouſe or ſhop, ſeveral da- 
maſk table-cloths, or pieces of damaſk for table-cloths, 
and ſome pieces of muſlin or cotton, the price charged 
for the ſaid goods bong L. 38: 1:3; for part of which 
You granted a promiſſory note for L. 3629: o dated 
26th June 1788; and You alſo granted another pro- 
miſſory note, of the ſame date, for L. 27, being for 
part of the price of the former goods, both being un- 
der the firm of Jenkins and Company, payable three 
months after date, to Ebenezer Gairdner aforeſaid ; 
and thereupon the faid goods were, by your deſire, 
ſent to the ſaid ſhop poſſeſſed by You in South Bridge- 
ſtreet aforeſaid: AS ALSO, on the 3 iſt day of July 
1788, or on one or other of the days of that month, 
or of June immediately preceding, or of Auguſt im- 
mediately following, You the ſaid Thomas Hall did, 
on the falſe pretence aforeſaid, obtain from the ſaid E- 
benezer Gairdner, at his ſaid warchouſe or ſhop, ſeve- 
ral pieces of cambric, ſeveral pieces of linen for ſheets, 
and ſeveral pieces of linen for table-cloths ; the price 
charged for which goods being L. 48:9: 7, L. 20 
thereof were then paid, and the remainder you pro- 
miſed to pay in a few days thereafter; and thereupon 
the ſaid goods were ſent to the faid ſhop in South 
Bridge-ſtreet aforeſaid ; the ſaid goods, of which You 
got poſſeſſion at the three different periods aforeſaid, 
having been obtained from, and the faid promiſſor 
notes having been granted to, the ſaid Ebenezer Gaird- 
ner, by You the ſaid Thomas Hall, with an intention 
to 


| = 
to impoſe upon and to cheat and defraud him of part 
of the ſaid goods, or of their price: AND FUR- 
THER, You the ſaid Thomas Hall, on the 31ſt day 
of July 1788, or on one or other of the days of that 
month, or of June immediately preceding, or of Au- 
guſt immediately following, did, on the falſe pretence 
aforeſaid, obtain from Meſſrs Jackſons and Company, 
linen-drapers and merchants in Edinburgh, at their 
ſhop in South Bridge-ſtreet, Edinburgh, a number of 
pieces of cambric ; the price charged for the ſaid goods 
being L. 44 : 4: 6, and 178. 63d. being deduQted as 
diſcount, you granted a promiſſory note for L. 43, 78. 
dated 4th Auguſt 1788, under the firm of Jenkins and 
Co. payable one month after date to Meſſrs Jack-- 
ſons and Company; and thereupon the ſaid goods were 
ſent to the ſaid ſhop poſſeſſed by You in South Bridge- 
ſtreet aforeſaid ; the ſaid goods having been obtained 
from, and the faid promiflory note having been grant- 
ed to, the ſaid Meſſrs Jackſons and Company, by You 
the ſaid Thomas Hall, with an intention to impoſe upon 
and to cheat and defraud them of the ſaid goods, or 
their price: AND FURTHER, upon the 4th day of 
the month of June 1788, or on one or other of the 
days of that month, or of May immediately preceding, 
or of July immediately following, You the faid Thomas 
Hall did, on the falſe pretence of purchaſing goods for 
Yourſelf and another perſon, who were in a few days 
thereafter to open and keep a ſhop in the South Bridge- 
ſtreet of Edinburgh, and to carry on a fair trade there 
in company, obtain from James Reid and Company 
linen or calico printers at Gorgie, at their printfield or 
warehouſe at Gorgie, in the pariſh of St Cuthbert's, 
and fhire of Edinburgh, ſeveral pieces of printed cali- 
coes, and fix dozen napkins; the price charged for 
which goods was L. 96: 17:9; AS ALSO, on one or 
other of the days of June, July, or Auguſt 1788, You 
the ſaid Thomas Hall, on the falſe pretence of carry- 


ing 
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ing on a fair trade in the ſaid ſhop, as partner of a 
company of linen-drapers or merchants, and of havin 

occaſion for goods for carrying on that trade, did ob- 
' tain from the ſaid James Reid and Company, at their 
ſaid warehouſe or printfield, a number of pieces of 
printed calicoes ; the price charged for which amount- 
ed to L. 122: 15:7; all which goods, thus obtained 
by You the ſaid Thomas Hall, at different times, from 
the ſaid James Reid and Company, were ſent to the 
faid ſhop in South Bridge-ſtreet of Edinburgh afore- 
faid; part of their price being paid by You; and You 
having alſo, on that account, granted a bill for L. 39, 
128. 6d. dated 7th June 1788, accepted 7. Hall, for 
Self and Co. payable in three months to James Reid 
and Company, and a promiſſory note for L. 50, dated 
12th Auguſt, payable one month after date; which 
goods thus got poſſeſſion of by You at different times, 
were obtained from, and the ſaid bill and promiſſory 
note were granted to, the ſaid James Reid and Com- 
pany, by You the ſaid Thomas Hall, with an intention 
to impoſe upon and to cheat and defraud them. of part 
of the ſaid goods, or their price: AND FURTHER, 
upon the 28th day of June 1788, or on one or other 
ot the days of that month, or of May immediately pre- 
ceding, or of July immediately following, You the faid 
Thomas Hall, on the falſe pretences *, carrying on a 
fair trade in the ſaid ſhop, as a partner of Jenkins and 
Company, and of You and Your partner's having re- 
ceived an order for ſome particular kinds of goods 
which You expected, but which had not then arrived, 
You applied to Gibſon and Company, haberdaſhers and 
merchants in Edinburgh, and obtained from them, at 
their ſhop in North Bridge-{treet, Edinburgh, a num- 
ber of pieces of cambric, and a number of pieces of 
muſlin, the price charged for the ſaid goods being 
IL. 54:0:7;, part of which You then paid, and alſo 
accepted a bill under the firm of Jenkins and Company, 


for 
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for L. 30, payable in three months to Gibſon and Com- 
pany ; and thereupon the ſaid goods were ſent to the 
{aid ſhop poſſeſſed by You in South Bridge-ſtreet afore- 
ſaid: AS ALSO, on the 4th day of July 1788, or on 
one or other of the days of that month, or of June im- 
mediately preceding, or of Auguſt immediately follow- 
ing, You, the ſaid Thomas Hall, on the falſe pre- 
tence of having occaſion for goods for carrying on 
the buſineſs of Jenkins and Company, again applied 
to the ſaid Gibſon and Company, and obtained 
from them, at their faid ſhop, ſeveral pieces of 
muſlin or cotton, and ſeveral pieces of cambric; the 
price charged for the ſaid articles being L. 43: 18: 94, 
part of which you then paid, and accepted a bill, un- 
der the firm of Jenkins and Co. for L. 22, payable 
three months after date to Gibſon and Co. ; and there- 
upon the ſaid goods were ſent to the ſaid ſhop in South 
Bridge-ſtreet : AS ALSO, on the 3oth day of Au- 
guſt 1788, or on one or other of the days of that 
month, or of July immediately preceding, or of Sep- 
tember immediately following, You, the ſaid Thomas 
Hall, again, on the falſe pretence aforeſaid, applied to 
the ſaid Gibſon and Co. and obtained from them, at 
their ſaid ſhop, ſeveral pieces of cambric, ſeveral pieces 
of muſlin or cotton, a piece of ſattin, two pieces of 
black filk, and 54 pocket handkerchiefs ; the price 
charged for the faid articles being L. 51: 9: 6; in 

yment of which You then gave them a draught upon 
a banking-houſe for L. 20, and promiſed to pay the 
reſt of the price in the beginning of the week imme. 
diately following ; and William Gibſon, one of the 
partners of Gibſon and Co. having, on looking at the 
draught, perceived that, in place of its bearing date 
the day it was granted, being the zoth of Auguſt, it 
bore date the 1ſt of September, he ſent after You, and 
having got the date altered, received payment of the 
draught on the ſame day that it was granted; and the 
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faid goods were thereupon ſent to the ſaid ſhop in South 
Bridge-ſtreet : The ſaid goods, which at theſe different 
periods You thus got poſſeſſion of, having been obtain- 
cd from the ſaid Gibſon and Co. and the ſaid bills ha- 
ving been granted to them by You, the ſaid Thomas 
with an intention to impoſe upon and to cheat 

and defraud them of part of the ſaid goods, or their 
price: And You, the ſaid Thomas Hall, and the per- 
ſon whom You called Jenkins, and gave out to be 
Your partner, having, late on the evening of the ſaid 
zoth day of Auguſt, or early on the morning of the 
1ſt day of September, both in the year 1788, or upon 
one or other of the nights or days of the ſaid months, 
or of the month of July immediately preceding, or Oc- 
tober immediately following, abſconded and fled this 
country, or diſappeared ; and having packed up the 
goods fraudfully obtained by You, as before men- 
tioned, or part thereof, You, the ſaid Thomas Hall, 
carried, or cauſed the ſame to be carried away out of 
this country, with an intention to defraud the ſeveral 
rſons before named thereof, or of their values; and 
#5 a recently followed, You was thereafter apprehend- 
ed, and part of the foreſaid goods recovered, with a 
large cheſt or trunk covered with black leather, a com- 
mon hair-trunk of a lefler fize, and two ſmall boxes or 
cheſts, in which the faid goods had been carried off: 
That after You had ſo fled or diſappeared, and upon 
the 2d day of September 1788, or upon one or other 
of the days of that month, or of the month of Auguſt 
immediately preceding, or October immediately fol- 
lowing, the ſaid ſhop in South Bridge-ſtreet, which had 
been occupied by You and Your partner, having been 
entered into, in conſequence of a warrant from one of 
the magiſtrates of Edinburgh, there were found there. 
in, on the ſhelves, a number of paper or paſteboard 
caſes, put up as if containing goods, and ſo marked and 
tied as to give them that appearance, but which, when 


* 
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examined, 
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examined, were found to be empty. And You, the 
ſaid Thomas Hall, having been brought before, and 
examined by John Stewart, Eſq; ſheriff ſubſtitute of 
the ſhire of Edinburgh, upon the 12th day of the ſaid 
month of September 1788, did emit a declaration, 
tending to ſhow Your guilt in the premiſſes; which de- 
claration, together with part of the goods of which 
You, the ſaid Thomas Hall, fraudfully got poſſeſ- 
fion, as above mentioned, viz. a damaſk table-cloth, 
marked on the cover 5079, and of the honeyſuckle 
pattern; another damaſk table cloth, marked 4600, 
alſo of the honeyſuckle pattern; another ditto, 49, 
pattern Ceres at harveſt; another ditto, 221, pattern 
Apollo or Harmony; another ditto, 5179, ditto pat- 
tern; another ditto, 5304, pattern tulip; another ditto, 
5224, pattern peace and plenty; another ditto, 5304, 
pattern a tulip; another ditto, 5304, ditto pattern; an- 
other ditto, 5304, ditto pattern; another ditto, 501, 
honeyſuckle pattern ; another ditto, 5174, ſmall cloſe 
ſtar and border, being part of the goods ſo obtained 
by You from the ſaid Ebenezer Gairdner ; one piece 
of cambric, marked N* 492; another piece ditto, 
Ne 495. 3 another ditto, N* 498.3 another ditto, 
Ne 509.; another ditto, N* 503. part of the goods ſo 
obtained from the ſaid Mefl Jackſons and Company; 
two pieces of printed calico, of red ſtriped pattern, for 
bed - furniture, N* 950 ſewed in the end of the one, 
and 967 ſewed in the end of the other; two other 
pieces of printed calico, blue and buff, the ſewed num- 
ber in the end of the one 843, and in the other 39.; 
one piece of printed calico, blue furniture, ſewed 
Ne 416. one piece of calico for garments, of a run- 
ning pattern, having James Reid and Co. ſtamped on 
the one end of it; two pieces of calico for garments, 
red and buff ſtriped, both having James Reid and Co. 
ſtamped thereon ; another piece of printed calico, of 
a running pattern, and two purple colours, ſewed 
B Ne 138.3 
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N 1:8.; and five pieces of printed linen napkins, two 
pieces whereof ſpotted red and white, and three white 
with red borders, being part of the goods ſo obtained 
from the ſaid James Reid and Co.; a piece of white 
{ſtriped muſlin, ſix quarters broad, with a gold border 
at the end, having the following marks near to the ſaid 
border, in red chalk,. Mt 4 9 R. D. & Co.; another 
piece of white ſtriped muſlin, fix quarters broad, ha- 
ving a {mall gold border at the end, and the followin 

marks near to the ſaid border, in red chalk, pa7s.; a 
piece of black armazeen, with yellow and red ſel- 
vages; a piece of black mode, three quarters wide; 
a piece of black ſattin, with ſtriped white ſelvages; 
a piece of muſlinet, with a ticket thereon, and num- 
bered 73.; a piece of cambric, about eight yards, 
and numbered 196.; and a piece of demity, number- 
ed 38, being part of the goods ſo obtained by You 
from the ſaid William Gibſon and Company: AND 
LIKEWISE, the aforeſaid large trunk or cheſt, co- 
vered with black leather, the common hair-trunk, the 
two ſmall cheſts or boxes, before mentioned, which 
contained the goods which were recovered, and brought 
back, as aforeſaid, the foreſaid empty paper or — 
board caſes found in the ſaid ſhop in South Bridge- 
ſtrect; and likewiſe the two promiſſory notes to the 
faid Ebenezer Gairdner, the promiflory note to the 
ſaid Jackſons and Company, the bill and promiſſory 
note to the ſaid James Reid and Company, the two 
bills to the ſaid Giblon and Company above mention- 
ed: AS ALSO, a letter or miſſive from you, the ſaid 
Thomas Hall, delivered to the faid John Brough, ad- 
dreſſed to Mr Brookes, being to be uſed in evidence 
2gainſt you, will, for that purpoſe, be lodged with the 
Clerk of the High Court of Juſticiary, before which 
You are to be tried, that You may have an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing the ſame. AT LEAST, times and pla- 
ces libelled, the ſeveral frauds above mentioned were 


committed, 
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committed, and the foreſaid goods, wares, or mer- 
chandiſes, were, on falſe and untrue pretences, ob- 
tained from the ſaid perſons, with an intention of cheat- 
ing and defrauding them, and the crime deſcribed in 
the above ſtatute of George II. was committed; and 
You, the ſaid Thomas Hall, are guilty actor, or art 
and part, of the faid crime, or crimes. ALL WHICH, 
or part thereof, being found proven, by the verdict of 
an aſſize, before the Lord Juſtice-General, Lord Ju- 
ſtice-Clerk, and Lords Commiſſioners of Juſticiary, 
You, the ſaid Thomas Hall, OUGH T to be puniſhed 
with the pains of law, to deter others from committing 
the like crimes in all time coming. 


Tut Indictment being read, the Lord Juſtice-Clerk 
then addrefled the Priſoner in the following words: 
Thomas Hall, you have heard the Indictment raiſed 
againſt you by his Majeſty's Advocate, are You, or 
are You not, Guilty of the crimes charged. The Pri- 
ſoner, ſtanding up, anſwered, Not Guilty, my Lord. 

The Lord Juſtice-Clerk then aſked the Counſel for 
the Priſoner, if he had any objection why the ſaid in- 
dictment ſhould not be remitted to the knowledge of 
an Aſſize. | 

Upon which Mr Mackintoſh, as counſel for the Pan- 
nel, ſtated a number of objections, particularly that the 
{tatute libelled upon did not extend to Scotland; which 
objections were anſwered by Ilay Campbell, Eſq; his 
Majeſty's Advocate: And their Lordſhips, before an- 
ſwer, were pleaſed to order Informations to be given 
in by both parties, wiſhing at ſame time that they 
would be very particular in their Informations, that 
their judgement might be a rule in time coming, and 
adjourned the Court. 

Thereafter, upon 6th February, Informations were 
given in by both parties, which were very elaborate, but 
unneceſſary to be inferted in this trial; and their 
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Lordſhips having conſidered the ſame, they unanimouſ. 
ly found, That the act of the zoth George II. did not 
extend to Scotland, but that the Indictment was rele- 
vant at common law; and adjourned the Court till 
Monday the 9th February. 


Monday, gth February 1789. 

The Court having met, and the Pannel at the bar, 
the Solicitor-General, in a ſhort ſpeech, addreſſed the 
Court, and craved, That the Indictment might go to 
proof; and accordingly the following witneſſes were 
examined, viz. 


0000 0 


William Gibſon, linen-draper in Edinburgh, being 
ſolemnly ſworn, purged of partial counſel, and exa- 
mined, depones, That in June laſt Thomas Hall, the 
priſoner, called at his ſhop, and told him, that he had 
taken a ſhop upon the South Bridge, and had a quan- 
tity of goods coming from London. but that he was 
then in want of ſeveral articles, which he meant moſt- 
ly to pay with ready money, and give the company's 
bill for the balance ; upon which the deponent aſked 
him if he could get any perſon to recommend bim; 
and the priſoner told him that he was a ſtranger in 
town, but that he had ſome money tranſactions with 
Sir William Forbes and Company, who would give a 
ſatisfactory account of him; and upon his calling at Sir 
William Forbes's, he was told by one of the clerks, that 
when they came down, they lodged a quantity of Bank 
of England notes with them, Neve of which then remain- 
ed; that he thought them decent people, and that he 
would be ſafe enough in giving them credit; and up- 
on his returning to his warchouſe, he ſold him goods 

to 
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to the amount of L. 54: © : 74, for which he received 
goods to the amount of L. 2: 17 : 7, caſh 3 8. an or- 
der upon Sir William Forbes for L. 21, and a bill for 


L. zo, payable in three months. And upon the 4th day 


of July the priſoner again called upon the deponent, and 
told him, that he was very well pleaſed with the for- 
mer goods, and wiſhed to have ſome more upon the 
ſame terms; upon which he received goods to the a- 
mount of L. 43: 18: 9, part of which he then paid, 
and granted æ bill, under the firm of Jenkins and Com- 
pany, for L. 22, payable in three months; and upon 
the zoth Auguſt he purchaſed goods from the depo- 
nent to the amount of L. 51: 9: 6, and gave him a 
draught upon Sir William Forbes and Company for 
L. 20, and promiſed to pay the remainder next week: 
which draught the deponent obſerved to be dated the 
iſt of September, in place of the zoth Auguſt, and 
which he altered with ſome difficulty, ſaying, that it 
was only a day or two of difference, which could be of 
little conſequence to Mr Gibſon; all which goods con- 
ſiſted of muſlins, lawns, &c. and were ſent to Mr 
Hall's ſhop : That Mr Gibſon frequently pafled the 


ſhop of Jenkins and Company, and from its appearance 


had no ſuſpicion of them, until Gray the tailor called 
upon him on the Monday following, and told him that 
they had made a moon: light flitting of it; which he 
found to be true upon his ſeeing the ſhop ſhut, and 
making inquiry at Dumbreck's, where he was inform- 
ed by the driver, that they had gone to Haddington ; 


and upon their arriving there, he heard Mr Hall in- 


quire if there was not a box and trunk left there for 
them; to which the oſtler anſwered, they had come 
there an hour or two before. From theſe circumſtan- 
ces, Mr Giblon, Mr Jackſon, &c. immediately applied 
to Mr Williamſon meſſenger, to ſee if he would follow 
them ; which he accordingly did, by going off in the 
mail-coach that afternoon. On the Tueſday they o 
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plied.to the ſheriff for a warrant to open the ſhop; 
which being done, he was ſent for by Mr Brown wri- 
ter, who informed him, that things were not fo bad as 
was imagined, and wiſhed to have one of his clerks to 
help him to make an inventory of the goods; and up- 
on his going over, he found the ſhop to appearance 
quite full of goods; but upon their looking into them 
more narrowly, they found them only to be emp- 
ty packages made up of paſteboard, and covered with 
blue paper, having labels of the different kinds of goods 
marked upon each. They likewiſe found ſome coarſe 
printed cottons tied up in two bales upon the end of 
the counter, and an old pair of breeches and veſt. And 
about eight days thereafter he received intelligence 
from Mr Williamſon, that he had ſeized moſt of the 
goods in London, and found him at an inn in Hol. 
burn; that he was bringing Hall with him; and 
that the goods were coming by the waggon, which 
accordingly arrived in about three weeks thereafter ; 
and the fame being opened in the ſheriff.clerk's office, 
in preſence of Mr Gairdner, his fon, and apprentice, 
he knew part of them to be the goods fold by him to 
Mr Hall from his ſhop-mark ; and which being again 
ſhewn to him, depones to the identity of ſeveral of the 
articles; and ſeveral of the empty caſes and boxes be- 
ing likewiſe ſhewn to him, depones, That they are ſuch 
as he ſaw in Mr Hall's ſhop, and believes them to be 
the ſame. Depones, That he has ſcen another gentle- 
man and lady in the ſhop; but Hall was the perſon that 
tranſacted the buſineſs with him. 

Archibald Gibſon, fon of the preceding witneſs, 
depones, That he knows the priſoner, and that upon 
the 28th June laſt he ſold him goods to the amount of 
L. 54: 0: 74, and received from him, in part pay- 
ment thereof, ſo much caſh, a ſmall quantity of goods, 
and a bill for the balance, being L. zo, payable in 


three months ; and alſo upon the 4th July, he fold him 
goods 


6 

dods to the amount of L. 43: 18: 9, part of which 
he received in caſh, and his bill for the balance, being 
L. 22 Sterling; at this time he had occaſion to ſee the 
ſhop of Jenkins and Company, which appeared to him 
pretty full of goods: and upon the 3oth of Auguſt Mr 
Hall again called, and wanted to look at ſome Modes, 
ſaying, that he had an order from the country, and 
at that time bought goods to the amount of L.51:9:6, 
for which he gave an order upon Sir William Forbes 
and Company for L. 20, and ſaid that he would pay 
the remainder in a fortnight, begging that he would 
immediately fend them over, as he had them to ſend 
to the country. Depones, That he was preſent at the 
opening of rhe trunks in the ſheriff-clerk's office, and 
found ſomè of the goods therein contained to be his pro- 
perty. And the ſame being now ſhown to him, depones, 
That they are the fame which he fold to Mr Hall. 

- Fames Spittal, clerk to Mr Gibſon, depones, and 
concurs with the preceding witneſſes as to Hall's pur- 
chaſing the goods upon the ſame days; but could not 
ſay as to the particular amount. And the goods being 
now ſhown to him, depones, That they are the ſame 
goods which Mr Gibſon fold to Mr Hall. 

Ebenezer Gairdner, linen-draper in Edinburgh, de- 
pones, That the priſoner came to his wareroom upon 
the 2oth June laſt, and aſked a fight of his goods; out 
of which he picked a parcel of muſlins, cambrics, and 
table-hnens, to the amount of L. 46, 8s. which he 
ſent to his ſhop, he having firſt paid L. 18 Sterling : 
That his lad, when he went to the ſhop with the goods, 
took a ſharp look at it, and told his maſter, that it 
looked very well; and upon the 26th June he came to 
the deponent's wareroom, and bought goods to the a- 
mount of L. 38: 1: 3, and granted him two bills, 
one for L. 36, 9s. and the other. for L. 27, payable in 
three months; and upon the 31ſt of July he purcha- 
ſed another parcel of goods from the deponent, a- 

mounting 
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mounting to L. 48, for which he paid L. 20 in caſh 


and promiſed to pay the remainder in a month, but 


never came to pay either the bills or that balance; and 


Mr Hall is now debtor to him L. 95. He was not at 
home when Hall went off; but upon *coming home, 
agreed to the meaſures Mr Gibſon, &c. had taken in 
ſending Williamſon off: That he was in the ſheriff- 
clerk's office when the trunks were opened, and ſaw a 
number of the goods which he had fold to Hall taken 
out of the trunks, and knew them to be his. And 
the ſame being now ſhown to him, depones, That they 
are the ſame ; and his reaſon for knowing them is not 
only from his marks upon the outſide, but alſo from 
the different patterns of the cloth. _ | 

David Aikman, apprentice to Mr Gairdner, de- 
pones and agrees with his maſter in every particular, 
as to the purchaſing of the goods, and the time of deli- 
vering the fame ; but could not be certain as to the a- 
mount of the goods fold : That his maſter defired him 
when he carried the goods to Hall's ſhop to take a look 
at it; and having taken a very ſharp look, he imagined 
that the ſhop was very well filled: That after Hall went 
off, he went into the ſhop along with Mr Brown when 
he opened it; and it then appeared, as formerly, well 
filled ; but upon looking a little more narrowly into 
the buſineſs, they found the packages all empty, ex- 
cepting ſome coarſe prints. Depones to the identity of 
the goods upon the table, which his maſter ſold to Mr 
Hall. | 

Robert Thomſon, clerk to Mr Gairdner, depones to 
the dates, delivery, and identity of the goods, but 
could not be certain as to the amount: That when he 
delivered one of the parcels he ſaw Mr Hall's ſhop, and 
it appeared to be well filled. 

Jamès Fackſon, linen-draper, depones, That he 
ſold to Mr Hall a quantity of goods, amounting to 
L. 44, for which he granted his bill dated 4th gen, 
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and payable in three months, under the name of len- 
kins and Company, and the contents of which is ſtill 


due: And being ſhewn part of the goods, ſwears to the 
8 of the ſame: That upon his going into the 


ſhop, he was much diſappointed from the appearance 
of it, to find nothing but empty packages, excepting 
ſome coarſe printed cottons. Mr Jackſon ſays, that the 
goods now in Court might, he thinks, ſell for about 
L. 300. | 

T homas Baird, apprentice to Mr Jackſon, depones, 
That upon the 31ſt July his maſter fold to Mr Hall a 
quantity of goods, which he carried to Mr Hall's ſhop, 
which appeared to be full of other goods at that time. 
And the goods being ſhewn to him, ſwears to his ma- 
ſter's mark, likewiſe to the bill granted for the a- 
mount. 

Archibald Brown, writer in Edinburgh, depones, 
That he was employed, in conſequence of a warrant 
from the Magiſtrates, to open and examine Mr Hall's 
ſhop on the 2d September, which he found locked, 
and got in by a window in the back part of the houſe, 
and found two parcels of printed linens: bound up with 
ropes, and a great number of paper caſes ranged up- 
on the ſhelves, as if full of goods, which now being 
ſhewn to him, ſwears to the identity of the ſame, and 


that there was 74 of one kind, 28 of another, and 17. 


of another, all empty, although they had the appear- 


ance of being full: he found a long book, which he 


imagined might be a day-book, and a ſmall memoran- 
dum-book, without any writing in either ; a few leaves 
appeared to be tore out of cach of them; another 


book, having all the leaves in it, was likewiſe found 


wrapt up as goods; alſo ſome old ſhirts, &c. tied up, 

having the ſame appearance. 
Alexander Logan town-officer depones, That he 
was employed by Mr Brown at the opening of Hall's 
| C ſhop, 
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ſhop, and ſaw ſome printed cloth, and a number of 
empty cales. | 
Fohn Brough, cabinet maker in Edinburgh, de- 
pones, That in the month of May laſt, he let a ſhop 
on the South Bridge to Mr Hall, for three years, to 
carry on buſineſs as a merchant, at the yearly rent of 
L. „ and received one guinea of earneſt, and in part 
payment of his rent. 

Eliſabeth Wright, North St David's Street, de- 


pones, That ſhe knows the priſoner, and that he came 


to her houſe in April laſt, and took lodgings for him- 
ſelf and Mrs Hall, at L. 1, 1 s. per week : That they 
brought five trunks along with them, four of which 
they carried to their ſhop on the- South Bridge, and 
the other remained in her houſe, where they conti- 
nued till the 3oth Auguſt, that they left town. De- 
2 She had ſome ſuſpicion they were going off, 
rom their getting in things which ſhe thought they had 
no oceaſion for: That Mr Hall, on the Saturday night 
that they weut off, ſent a porter to her to let her know 
that they would not be in to ſupper that night. De- 
pones, That ſhe received four guineas for the firſt four 
weeks, but never received any more; and that ſhe 
4 no ſuſpicion of their body - eloaths being carried 

Chriſtian Gibſon, ſervant to Mr Hall, depones, 
That ſhe was hired by Mr Hall for half a year : That 
they had five trunks in their lodgings, four of which 
were ſent over to their ſhop, and the other remained in 
their lodgings : That they always kept their bed-room 
locked, and they did not inform her of their going off. 
Depones, That ſhe has ſeen people in their ſhop at 
times buying goods, 

Thomas Gilmour, ſervant to Patrick Heron, de- 
pones, That on a Saturday night he carried the pri- 
ſoner and his wife from Dumbreck's to Haddington : 
That he had one trunk when he ſet out, and had an- 
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other very large one at Haddington, the largeſt ever 
he ſaw put upon a chaiſe; and they ſtaid no longer 
at Haddington, than to get the horſes changed: t 
they took tour horſes on to Dunbar, as the drivers re- 
fuſed to carry them on unleſs they took four. 
Dima Jemple, hoſtler to Mr Fairbairn, depones, 
That upon the 22d or 23d Auguſt laſt, he ſaw the 
priſoner at Haddington, when he meaſured the ſprings 


of one of their poſt chaiſes, ſaying, that he meant to 


take a jaunt, and wanted a trunk made: That he af- 
terwards came to their houſe on the zoth Auguſt, in a 
chaiſe from Edinburgh: That a large trunk came to 
their houſe in a cart, on the Saturday morning, which 
they carried along with them in a chaiſe and four 
horſes: That he never ſaw ſuch a trunk put upon a 
chaiſe; and they ſtayed no longer than they could 
get the chaiſe and horſes ready. | | 
 iltiam Sandie, ſervant to Mr Fairbairn, depones, 
That upon a Sunday morning he went with a gentle- 
man and lady from Haddington to Dunbar, in a chaiſe 
and four; and that they went from Dunbar in another 
chaiſe and four ; and the trunk in Court is the fame 
trunk they had along with them. Hs. 
George Williamſon depones, That he was applied 
to on Monday 2d September, by Meſſ. Jackſon and 
Company, to follow the priſoner, who, from the in- 
formation they all already received, had diſcovered 
that he was gone the London road: Mr Williamſon, 
in company with a Mr Wright, fet out that afternoon 
in the mail-coach, and traced the prifoner upon the 
road through the different ſtages to London: That on 
his arrival there, he applied to have the warrant he 
had brought from Scotland backed by the magiſtrates : 
The neceſſary ſteps were then taken for recovering the 
goods, and Hall was likewife apprehended at George 
and Blue Boar Inn = wy . 
John Wright, — Mr Jackſon, depones, _ 
a H 
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Hall purchaſed goods from his maſter to the amount 
of L.44:4: 62, for which he granted bill in the 
name of Jenkins and Company. Depones as to the 


- tracing Hall, finding the goods, ſeizing him, the ſame 


as Williamſon. 


Zoſeph Mack, writer in Edinburgh, ſwears to the 
declaration of Mr Hall. | 


The proof being cloſed, the Solicitor-General ſum- 
med up the evidence on the part of the Crown ; as did 
Mr Mackintoſh, in a very able and judicious manner, 
for the Pannel: After which the priſoner delivered the 
following addreſs to the Court. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen of the Jury, 

I have to intreat the indulgence of your Lordſhips, 
and you Gentlemen of the Jury, for the ſhort addrefs 
with which I ſhall trouble this Honourable Court. The 
unfortunate ſituation in which I ſtand will, I hope, apo- 
logize for the perturbation I feel ; and my incorrectneſs 
as a public ſpeaker will, I flatter myſelf, meet with eve- 
ry indulgence from the candid and impartial. As an 
individual, I feel my infignificance : labouring under a 
charge of the moſt alarming import, I am depreſſed 
with my humiliating ſituation ; but when J conſider for 
a moment the motives by which I have been actuated, 
the uprightneſs of my intentions, and my poſſeſſing ſuch 
feelings as always have militated againſt deception and 
fraud, I rife ſuperior to every alarming ſituation; I no 
longer conſider the conſequences attendant on myſelt, 
but, untutored, ſubmit to the ſtrong impulſes of nature; 
and whilſt I plead my own cauſe, defend that of my 
countrymen, the public, and poſterity. 

The relevancy of the indictment being admitted, it 
would be highly unbecoming in me, my Lords, to ſtate 
any objection to its competency. All that remains is, 
to offer a few conſiderations, to clear myſelf from the 
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imputation of fraud, and in the moſt humble manner 
throw myſelf at the feet of your Lordſhips. 
After the aſtoniſhing diſplay of abilities exerted by 


the gentleman who has ſo ably eſpouſed my cauſe, I 1 


fear my preſumption in ſpeaking is almoſt unpardon- 
able ; but when I conſider my future welfare is at ſtake, 
that on the deciſion of this day depends what is infi- 
nitely more dear to me than life, it is impoſſible to ſup- 
preſs my feelings, or remain a filent ſpectator, whilſt a 
buſineſs is agitated to me of the utmoſt importance. 
Gentlemen of the Jury, From the very great atten- 
tion you have given to the evidence that has come be- 
fore you, I have no doubt but that you are fully con- 
vinced of its importance, whether conſidered as it af- 
fects commerce or the liberty of the ſubject. You 
are fully competent to determine the queſtion, in point 
of law and of fact, and under the immediate direction 
of your Lordſhips, whoſe prevailing principles are uni- 
verſally beneficial to mankind, I ſhall receive the iſſue 
of this day with calmneſs and humility. | 
My Lords, may I be permitted to hope, that the ca- 
lumny publiſhed in moſt of the newſpapers will not 
operate againſt me in the minds of the Jury. They 
have charged me with being a Methodiſt Preacher, and 
keeper of an E. O. Table. But I call God to witneſs, 


that I deſpiſe the hypocriſy of the one, as much as the 


villany that attends the other ; and I may challenge 
the world to prove, that at any one period my conduct 
has been ſuch as to render me obnoxious, or an un- 
worthy member of ſociety. 


That I have been unfortunate, and at times impru- 


dent, I admit; but Heaven forbid that the crime of 


fraud ſhould ever be attached to the unſucceſstul, or 


felonious guilt to the want of ceconomy. 

However prejudicial it may be to individuals, to con- 
tract debts without being able at laſt to diſcharge them, 
I hope it will never be laid, down as an axiom in law, to 
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purſue criminally, where a civil proceſs is more com- 
patible with the conſtitution of the country. | 

3 And I believe [ am the firſt man, conducting a re- 
4 gular buſineſs, under a fair open deſcription, without 
4 either colluſion or fraud, that ever experienced the 
; dreadful appellation of Felon, and ſubject to puniſhment 
N far more alarming than death. 

ö I hope, Gentlemen of the Jury, ſuch will be your 
diſcrimination, and ſuch your verdict, this day, as will 
prevent in future unfortunate debtors being dragged be- 
fore you as felons, and feeling all the alarming conſe- 
quences that attgnd the midnight plunderer, or un- 
principled impoſtor. if 

My Lords, It is with extreme reluQance I would de- 
liver any opinion, or make uſe of arguments, unleſs 
they appeared well founded, and perfectly conſonant to 
the known and eſtabliſhed laws of this country. And 
I hope it will not be thought unbecoming, or too pre- 
ſuming in me, my Lords, to infer, that as my indict- 
ment is founded at common law, which does not admit 
of guilt by implication, or infer a fraudulent intention 
from a fair open tranſaction. 

My Lords, Through the whole of the evidence that 
has been brought before your Lordſhips this day, I 
4 humbly hope, there is nothing but what ſhews the 
goods libelled in the indictment were purchaſed in a 
tair, open manner, and under a mercantile deſcrip- 
tion : That regular bills of parcels were delivered with 
them ; and the moment they were received in my ſhop, 
I humbly conceived they fulfilled the whole of the en- 
gagement attending the purchaſe. 

I ſtand before your Lordſhips this day charged with 

bi the crimes of fraud and wiltul impoſition ; not fraud 
„ by implication, but fraud actually committed at the 
different times ſpecified in the indictment. Gentle- 
men of the Jury, Permit me to call your attention to 

the evidence brought before you this day; the * 
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of which tends to ſhew that the goods were fairly. pur- 
chaſed, fairly received into my ſhop, without the leaſt 
fraud or colluſion. My Lords, It is the province of 
fraud, to be perſevering in acts of villany. With the 
avarice of a miſer it extends its gripe; and whilſt it 
poſſeſſes power, like Death, is inſatiable. 

No fuch behaviour, I flatter myſelf, has marked any 
part of my conduct. When in buſineſs, the very firſt 
week I expended L. 200 in purchaſing L. 300 goods. 
J have bills of parcels in my hand, my Lords, to prove 
this aſſertion; and though occupying a ſhop in the 
moſt reſpectable ſituation, and with every eligible ap- 
pearance to intitle me to credit in this extenſive city, 
yet, ſtrange as it may appear, my Lords, I opened an 
account but with four merchants for the purpoſe of 
buying goods, and even from one of theſe, the ſoli- 
citation firſt began on his part, My Lords, and Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, Does behaviour ſuch as this de · 
note fraud and impoſition ? will a conduct ſuch as this 
intitle me to the appellation of a public. impoſtor ? 
Forbid it Heaven. Charity, the common principles of 
humanity, all conſpire to prevent ſuch a conſtruction, 


which even the moſt tortured imagination would fail to 


invent. And, my Lords, I may likewiſe add, that I 
never wrote, or cauſed to be ſent, but one letter, in- 
cloſing an order for goods, during the whole of my 
reſidence in this city. 

Will this juſtify the aſſertion of my entering into 
buſineſs with a fraudful intention? By my actions, 
my Lords, I am to be tried; and I muſt intreat the 
attention of the Gentlemen of the Jury to theſe facts, 
that I never wrote but one letter, or opened an ac- 
eount with more than four merchants, during my reſi- 
dence in Edinburgh, 
My Lords, I am charged with ſubſtituting paper- 
parcels in imitation of real goods in my thop. 


My Lords, I can venture to aflirm, that it is a prac- 
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tice univerſally adopted in England; and I have great 
reaſon to believe, that many ſhops in Scotland are not 
unacquainted with the cuſtom: and no evidence has 
been brought before your Lordſhips that I made an 
improper uſe of them. I never went to a merchant 
boaſting of theſe, as if they were ſo much real pro- 
perty, or invited credit upon any falſe or unjuſtifiable 
appearances; I am therefore at a loſs to know the pur- 
port of thoſe packages being libelled againſt me. As 
an Engliſhman, my Lords, and having legal poſſeſſion 
of my houſe and ſhop for the purpoſes of trade and 
domeſtic cxconomy, I always conceived myſelf maſter 
of the dwelling ; and every idea recoils at the ſuppo- 
ſition, that I was not at liberty to give the beſt appear- 
ance | was able to my ſhop, without being amenable 
for my conduct to that legiſlature, which I am ſure is 
equally watchful over the liberty as the property 
of individuals. My Lords, It is the pride of a Briton, 
that his houſe is his ſanctuary; that the name of home 
includes every ſituation that can enliven or endear ; 
and that in his domeſtic concerns, or diſpoſal of his 
property, he is accountable to no one. | 

My Lords, That I left this country, I admit ; but 
that I was impelled to the meaſure by the very embar- 
raſſed ſtate of my circumſtances, I hope will not be 
denied. My Lords, Relying fully on my partner Mr 
Jenkins that he would continue the buſineſs in the u- 
ſual manner, I went to London with goods, for the 
ſole purpoſe of making timely proviſion for the bills 
falling due; and though I have no evidence on this 
head, yet 1 truſt the open direct road I took, and my 
continuing at a public inn, where the mail and other 
coaches belonging to this city put up, will ſpeak more 
forcibly than any evidence that I can bring, that my in- 
tentions were honourable and fair. | 

My Lords, It is with the greateſt ſubmiſſion I would 


will to obſerve to the Gentlemen of the Jury, that 
however 
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however competent they may be to determine on this 
- "cauſe, and however capable to decide reſpecting mat- 


ters of law and fact, they have no clue to lead them, 
no criterion to enable them to judge of the intention 
and motives by which I have been impelled to act. 

It is an attribute of the Deity, to know the thoughts 
of man; it is the province of Omnipotence, to enter 
the inmoſt receſſes of the heart. On no one occaſion 
does the law preſume a criminal intention, but from 
the moſt permanent and ſolid baſis, a tranſgreſſion of 


its precepts. And as the indictment on which I am 


this day arraigned before your Lordſhips, expreſsly 
mentions, the obtaining goods by threats, ſtratagem, 
or device; and the inference is immediately drawn, 
of a fraudulent intention from the unjuſtifiable method 
of obtaining them. 

May I be permitted to hope, my Lords, that the 
obtaining of goods by ſtratagem, fraud, or device, has 
not been proved againſt me; and as they have failed 
to eſtabliſh the very baſis on which the proſecution is 
founded, in the moſt humble manner I ſubmit to your 
Lordſhips, that the inference of a criminal and fraud- 
ful intention cannot, in the moſt diſtant manner, be 
the concluſion. 

My Lords, I flatter myſelf, that during my reſidence 
in this city, nothing exceptionable can be laid to my 
charge. I was not ambitious of forming connections, 
or by extravagance and folly ſquandered away tbe 
property of my creditors. Happy even in obſcurity, I 
hoped, by induſtry and attention, to acquire a ſituation 
that would be permanent, and afford me a decent ſup- 

rt. But, however ſanguine my expectations, I have 
experienced the dreadful reverſe! and not only loſt the 
little property I poſſeſſed, but have been deprived of li- 
berty, branded with the odious appellation of felon, and 


rendered obnoxious to ſociety. 
But, 
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But, my Lords, I yet feel a ſupport within. Con- 


ſcious of my mnocence, I am a ſtranger to the pertur- 


| bation ariſing from guilt, and the corroding anxiety of 


a troubled conſcience. But it remains for you, Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, to diſtinguiſh the artful deſigning 
impoſtor from the unſuccelstul debtor; and ſuch, I 
hope, will be your verdict this day, as to give ſecurity 
to yourſelves and fellow. citizens, and prevent the dan- 
gerous precedent from being eſtabliſhed, of making 
debtors amenable to the criminal laws of this country. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, As merchants, as tradeſ- 
men, and as men warmed with humanity, I make my 
appeal; and I ſhall not repine at the long impriſonment 
which I have ſuffered, the loſs of fame, reputation, 
and property, if the iſſue of this day tends to eſtabliſh 
the permanency of your civil laws, the ſecurity of your 
perſons, and to check the mercileſs rage of unrelent- 
ing creditors. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, To your own feelings I re- 
fer you for approbation ; and whilſt poſterity applaud 
your 1mpartiality and integrity, the- recollection, that 
you have ſaved from inpending ruin, an unfortunate, 
but I hope, not depraved individual, will afford you 
conſolation when all human ſupport fails, and the 
power of prejudice is no more. 

My Lords, I cannot retire from the preſence of your 
Lordſhips, without making my warmeſt acknowledge- 
ments for the impartiality and candour I have expe- 
rienced this day; and ſurely, if benevolence and hu- 
manity claim the moſt impaſſioned regard, let me in- 
treat your Lordſhips not to think that any act of mer- 
cy exerciſed towards me will diſſipate in air. No, my 
Lords, the recording angel will regiſter this act of 
kindneſs ; whillt my heart, glowing with ſenſibility, will 
for ever feel the weight of the obligation, and my fu- 
ture conduct, I hope will prove, that mercy has not 
been improperly beſtowed at the expence of juſtice. 


My 
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My Lords, I throw myſelf on the benevolence and 
humanity of your Lordſhips and this Honourable 


Court. | 
THOMAS HALL 


At the beginning of this addreſs Mr Hall appeared 


1 
much embarrafled and confuſed, but ſoon got the bet- 
ter of his timidity, and his behaviour and manner of 
delivery was highly proper; and on his appeal to the 


Jury he ſpoke with much ſenſibility and feeling. There- 


after the Lord Juſtice-Clerk gave his charge to the Ju- 
ry in a very candid and impartial manner; and the 
Jury having incloſed, and made choice of their Chan- 
cellor and Clerk, they returned the following verdict 
next day at two o'clock, 


| Edinburgh, gth February 1789. 
Having conſidered the Indictment raiſed and purſued 
at the inſtance of Ilay Campbell, Eſq; his Majeſty's Ad- 
vocate, for his Majeſty's intereſt, as reſtricted by the 
proſecutor, the interlocutor of relevancy pronounced 
thereon, the proof for the proſecutor, and proof ad- 
duced in exculpation, and whole procedure ; they all 
in one voice find the libel proven. In witneſs whereof, 
the ſaid Chancellor and Clerk have ſubſcribed the ſame 
in their name, and by their appointment, &c. 


The ſame being read in Court, Mr Charles Hay, as 
counſel for the Pannel, roſe and craved an arreſt of 
judgement, on account of the informality of the ver- 
dict, which he obſerved, could not apply to the priſon- 
er at the bar, his name not being mentioned in the 
whole of it; upon which their Lordſhips ordered counſel 
to be heard on both fides, and appointed Friday the 
13th for that purpoſe. And accordingly, on the 13th, 
the priſoner appeared at the bar, with the Honourable 
Henry Erſkine, and Mr Mackintoſh, Advocates, as his 

es ; counſel, 
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ene who! both, in à very able manner, ſtated their 
objections; and the Dean af Faculty, in his uſual ele- 
galt, brilliant, and forcible language, created a; good 
deal of latghter in the hoſe. They, amongſt other 
arguments, alledged, that a verdict, ſuch as the one re- 
turned; in whick the name ob the priſonler Was mot in- 


| oo could not poſſibly appiy to the: priſoner; for in 


& it was . no better than à piece of blank papers And, 
on the other hard, the Lord Advocate and Mr Archb- 
bald;Qainpbell, as counſel for the Crown, contended, 
That” - verdict, when taken by-itſelf, was indeed de 
fectiu , ont when connected with the indictmentg the 
interlocuror 4x relevancy, and tlie rent. to the aſſize, 
which i immediately preceded it in the record; it Eer- * 


tainly — perfectly explicit, and could apply ta no - 


ther perſon than the priſoner. 

Some of: the Judges wiſhing to take the ſame into 
t ” tion, the Court adjdurned to Monday the 10th 
Feb y when they met, and ſeverally gave their 
judgement in the following manner: Lord Hailes, Lord 


Eſkgrove, and Lord Swinton, were for ſuſtaining the 


objeQtion ; and the Lord Juſtice- Clerk and Lord Stone- 
field were for repelling the fame, The majority of 
their Lordſhips being for ſuſtaining the MOTT 15-97 
Hall was (diſmiſſed from the bar. 

Immediately after this judgement was pronounced, 
the Lord Advocate preſented a petition to the Court, 
praying chat Mr Hall might be recommitted to priſon, and 


again tried by the fame Court, or proſecuted as a frau 


dulent bankrupt. Upon which their Lordſhips acc 
dingly granted e and Nr Hall was — 
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